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Office Box 96670,Washington.DC20090
(Counselfor petitioner).
FOR FURThER INFORMATION CONTACT
PatriciaRawlings (202)634—6530.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
sVflOpSi8 of theCommission~sNoticeof
ProposedRule Making. MM DocketNo.
89-445,adoptedSeptember20, 1989, and
releasedOctober11,1989.Thefull text
of the Commissiondecisionis available
for inspectionandcopyingduring
normalbusinesshoursin the FCC
DocketsBranch(Room230),1919 M
StreetNW., Washington,DC. The
completetext of this decisionmayalso
bepurchasedfrom the Commission’s
copycontractors,International
TranscriptionService,(202)857—38(X).
2100 M StreetNW., Suite140,
Washington,DC 20037.

Prov:sionsof the Regulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980 do not apply to
this proceeding.

Membersof thepublic should note
that from thetime aNoticeof Proposed
Rule Makingis issueduntil thematteris
no longersubjectto Commission
considerationor courtreview, all ex
portecontactsareprohibitedin
Commissionproceedings,suchas this
one,which involve channelallotments.
See47 CFR 1.1204(b)for rulesgoverning
permissibleexpartecontact.

For informationregardingproperfiling
proceduresfor comments,See47 CFR
1.415and1.420.

List of Subjectsin 47 CFR Part73

Radiobroadcasting.
FederalCommunicationsCommission.

Karl A Kensinger,
Chief.AllocationsBranch.Policy andRules
Division.MossMediaBureau.
(FR Doc-89-24416Filed 10—16-89:8:45amI

BILUNG CODE 6712-O1-M

47 CFR Part 73

[MM DocketNo.89-446, RM-6834]

Radio Broadcasting Services; Trenton,
TN

AGENCY: FederalCommunications
Commission.
ACTION: Proposedrule.

SUMMARY: This documentrequests
commentson apetitionby TheWireless
Group,Inc., licenseeof Station
WLOT(FM). Channel249A, Trenton.
Tennessee.proposingthesubstitutionof
Channel248C3for Channel249A at
Trenton,andthemodificaitonof Station
WLOT(FM)’s licenseto specify
operationon the higherpowered
channel,asthatcommunity’sfirst wide
coverageareaFM service.A site

restrictionof 10.9 kilometers(6.8miles)
north of Trentonis required.The
coordinatesare36—04--30and88—56—00.

DATES: Commentsmustbe filed on or
beforeDecember4, 1989,andreply
commentson orbeforeDecember19,
1989.

ADDRESS: FederalCommunications
Commission.Washington.DC 20554.In
addition to filing commentswith the
FCC, interestedpartiesshould servethe
petitioners,or their counselor
consultant,asfollows: CarltonVeirs,
President,The WirelessGroup, Inc.,P.O.
Box 198,42 SouthWashingtonAvenue.
Brownsvile,Tennessee38012
(Petitioner).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACr~
PatriciaRawlings (202) 634—6530.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
synopsisof theCommission’sNotice of
ProposedRule Making, MM DocketNo.
89—446,adoptedSeptember20, 1989, and
releasedOctober11, 1989.The full text
of thisCommissiondecisionis available
for inspectionandcopyingduring
normalbusinesshoursin the FCC
DocketsBranch(Room230),1919 M
Street,NW.,Washington,DC. The
completetext of this decisionmayalso
be purchasedfrom theCommission’s
copycontractors,International
TranscriptionService,(202) 857—3800.
2100M Street,NW., Suite140.
Washington,DC 20037.

Provisionsof theRegulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980do not apply to
this proceeding.

Membersof thepublic should note
that fromthetime aNoticeof Proposed
Rule Makingis issueduntil thematteris
no longersubjectto Commission
considerationorcourtreview, all ex
parte contactsareprohibitedin
Commissionproceedings,suchasthis
one,whichinvolve channelallotments.
See47 CFR 1.1204(b)for rulesgoverning
permissibleexportecontact. -

For inform,~.tionregardingproperfiling
proceduresfor comments,See47 CFR
1.415and1.420.

List of Subjectsin 47 CFR Part73

Radiobroadcasting.

FederalCommunicationsCommission.
Karl A. Kensinger,
Chief,AllocationsBranch.Policyandilules
Division,MassMediaBureau.
[FR Doc. 89—24418Filed 10—16--89:8:45 aml
BILLING CODE 6712-01-N

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

RIN 1018-AB23

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Proposed Revision of
Special Regulations for the Grizzly
Bear

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Proposedrule. -____________

SUMMARY: The Serviceproposesto
revisethespecialregulationsfor the
threatenedgrizzly bearto enlargethe
typesof personspermittedto take
nuisancebears.Theproposalwould
allow speciallyauthorizedpersonsto
takedangerousor incorrigible nuisance
bearsthatwould normallybe removed
by StateorFederalauthoritiesto
minimize continuedconflict andto
preventhumaninjury. Removalwould
beaccomplishedthrougha State-
administeredhunt restrictedto a
specificareaencompassingtheIdaho.
Montana,andWyoming portionsof the
Yellowstoneecosystemoutside
YellowstoneandGrandTetonNational
Parks.Theproposalallowsgreater
flexibility in themanagementof grizzly
bearswithout increasingthenumberof
bearsnormallyremovedfrom this area.
The Serviceseeksdataandcomments
from the public.
DATES: Commentsfrom all interested
partiesmustbereceivedby December
18, 1989.Public hearingrequestsmustbe
receivedby December1, 1989.
ADDRESSES: Commentsandmaterials
concerningthis proposalshouldbesent
to the Grizzly BearRecovery
Coordinator,U.S. FishandWildlife
Service,NS 312.Universityof Montana,
Missoula,Montana59812.Comments
andmaterialsreceivedwill beavailable
for public inspection,by appointment.
duringnormalbusinesshoursat the
aboveaddress.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dr. ChristopherServheen,Grizzly Bear
RecoveryCoordinator(seeADDRESSES
above,406/329—3223or FTS 585—32231.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Thegrizzly bear(Ursusarctos)
originally occurredthroughoutwestern
North Americafrom Alaskato Mexico.
Its populationsin theconterminous
United Statesarenow restrictedto
northeasternandnorthwestern
Washington,northernandeastern
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Idaho,westernMontana,and
northwesternWyoming. Fewerthan
1,000individualsarethoughtto remain
in theseareas,with themajority in the
NorthernContinentalDivide ecosystem
in northwestMontanaandthe
Yellowstoneecosystemin northwestern
Wyomingandadjacentportionsof
MontanaandIdaho.In theFed6ral
Registerof July28, 1975 (40FR 31734),
theServicedeterminedthreatened
statusfor thegrizzly in theconterminous
UnitedStates,pursu~1ntto the
EndangeredSpecieaAct of 1973 (16
U.S.C.1531 etseq.).Specialregulations
were issuedin conjun’tionwith that
determinationandwere incorporated
into 50 CFR Part17.40(b).Theserules
providedgeneralprotectionfor the
speciesbut allowedtakingundercertain
conditionsto defendhumanlife, to
removenuisanceanimals,andto carry
cutresearch.In addition,alimited sport
huntingseasonwasauthorizedin a
specifiedportion of northwestern
Montana.

Thepresentproposalwould modify
theportion of thespecialruleaddressing
removalof nuisancebearsto include
speciallyauthorizedpersonsamong
thoseauthorizedto removedangerous
or incorrigible nuisancebearsin the
Yellowstonearea.Removalwould be
accomplishedby meansof asupervised
hunt administeredby Stategame
agencies.Huntingfor grizzlybearshas
not beenpermittedin theYellowstone
ecosystemsince1974 (Montanaportion)
and1975 (Wyomingportion).The State
of Wyoming also limited thebaitingof
blackbearsfor huntingin portionsof
grizzly bearrangeoutsideYellowstone
NationalParkin 1982becauseof
concernaboutthenumberof accidental
grizzly kills by blackbearhunters.

Therationalefor theproposedchange
is as fc.,ilows: Undertheexistingspecial
rule,agrLszly posingaseriousthreatto
humansafetycanbe legally takenby a
personin self-defenseor in defenseof
others.A dangerousbearcanalsobe
controlledby governmentofficials.
However,only State,Federalor Tribal
officials arepresentlyallowedto takea
grizzlybearthat is potentially
dangerousor that causessignificant
propertyloss.Uponcloserexamination,
theServicenow recognizesthatwhile it
is absolutelynecessaryandadvisable
for authorizedwildlife officials to make
the crucialmanagementdecisionon
whetherto relocateor removea
depredatingor potentiallydangerous
grizzly, it is not necessaryfor the
conservationof thegrizzly to restrict the
act of removalto Federal,State,or
Tribal authoritiesonly.

Therefore,new regulatorylanguageis
suggestedto allow nuisancebearsthat
would normallybe removedby Stateor
Federalofficials to betakenby specially
authorizedpersonsunderthe
supervisionof Stategamemanagement
authoritiesin portionsof the
YellowstoneareaoutsideYellowstone
andGrandTetonNationalParks.
Control of nuisancebearswithin
NationalParkswouldremainthe
responsibilityof theNationalPark
Service.Thechangewould notresultin
anyadditionalbearsbeingtakenin the
Yellowstoneecosystem.

Dataon human-causedgrizuly bear
mortality in the Yellowstoneecosystem
from 1980 to 1987showthata total of 22
nuisancegrizzly bearshavebeen
removedfrom theecosystemoverthe
last 8years,or an averageof 2.8 per
year.Of thistotal, 12 wereremoved
from outsideYellowstoneandGrand
TetonNationalParks.Therefore,the
averagenumberof nuisancebears
removedfrom theareasubjectto this
proposedrulechangewas1.5bearsper
yearfrom 1980—1987.Sinceno changeto
the criteriausedto evaluatenuisance
bearswill resultfrom this proposedrule
change,theaveragenumberof
dangerousand/orrepeatoffender
nuisancebearstakenoverthelast8
years(1.5bears/year)is anindicatorof
thenumberof bearsexpectedto be
takenin the futureby specially
authorizedpersonsunderthis proposed
rulechange.

The criteriausedto judgewhethera
bearis anuisanceor not andhow and
wheretakingof suchanimalsCan take
placearespecifiedin theInteragency
Grizzly BearGuidelines(Interagency
Grizzly BearCommittee.1986.
InteragencyGrizzly BearGuidelines.100
pp. Publishedby U.S.ForestServiceand
availablefrom theRegionalForester,
U.S. ForestService,FederalBuilding,
Missoula,Montana59802).The
Guidelinesweremadeavailablefor
public comment,with portionspublished
in theFederalRegister on May 28, 1985
(50FR 21696).In addition,19 public
meetingswereheld in Idaho,Montana,
Washington,andWyoming to explain
anddiscusstheGuidelines.Thefinal
Guidelineswereadoptedon November
25, 1985 (51 FR 42863)by the Interagency
Grizzly BearCommitteeasthe
managementdocumentdirectingthe
managementof thegrizzly bearin the
conterminousUnited States.

UndertheseGuidelines,decisions
relating to thedeterminationof nuisance
bearstatusandthemethodusedto
controlnuisancebearsoutsideNational
Parksaremadejointly by theFish and
Wildlife Service,theappropriate

Federallandmanagementagency(e.g.,
ForestService,Bureauof Land
Management)andtheappropriateState
gameagency(e.g.,Montana,Wyoming,
Idaho,Washington).

With regardto the determinationof
nuisancebearstatus,agrizzly bearmay
be determinedto be anuisanceif anyor
all of the following conditionsapply:

ConditionA: Thebearcauses
significantdepredationto lawfully
presentlivestockor usesunnaturalfood
materials(humanandlivestockfoods,
garbage,homegardens,livestock
carrion, andgamemeatin possessionof
man) whichhasbeenreasonably
securedfrom thebearresultingin
conditioningof thebearor significant
lossof property.

ConditionB: The bearhasdisplayed
aggressive(not defensive)behavior
towardhumanswhichconstitutesa
demonstrableimmediateor potential
threatto humansafetyand/oraminor
humaninjury resultedfrom ahuman!
bearencounter.

Condition C:Thebearhashadan
encounterwith peopleresultingin a
substantialhumaninjury or lossof
humanlife.

If agrizzly is determinedto bea
nuisancebearusing the criteriaabove,
captureis usuallyattempted,anda
decisionis madewithin 24 hourson
whetherto relocateorremove(i.e., kill
or transportto a zooorresearch)the
bear.Thedecisionon theappropriate
control actionto be takenis madeafter
evaluatingseveralfactors,suchas the
natureof thebearoffense(ConditionA,
B, and/orC), thenumberandtype of
offensesthebearhaspreviously
committed,andthe ageandsexof the
nuisancebear.A detailedexplanationof
thenuisancebearcriteria andthe
processfor determiningtheappropriate
controlactionto be takenmaybefound
in the Guidelines.

Thesupervisedhuntwould be
conductedin accordancewith Federal
andStatelaw andregulations.The
selectionof hunterswould be at the
discretionof theStategame
managementauthority. It is anticipated
thathunterswill beselectedthrougha
State-runlottery system,wherein
personsinterestedin participating
would submittheirnamesandalist of
potentialhunterswould becreated
througharandomdrawing,with thefirst
namedrawnat the top of thelist. When
a bear-humanconflict arisesthat (a) is
diagnosedin accordancewith the
Guidelinesasadangerousor
incorrigiblenuisancebearsituationfor
whichremovalis theappropriate
remedy,and(b) thecircumstancesare
suchthata supervisedpersonis an
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appropriatemeansof removal,thefirst
personon thelist will becontacted.if
thatpersoncanarrivewithin 12—24
hours,he/shewill betheperson
speciallyauthorizedto removethe
dangerousor incorrigiblebear.If not.
thenextpersonon the list will be
offeredthe opportunity.The authorized
personwould besupervisedand
accompaniedby Stategame
managementauthorities.

Ediblebaits wouldnot be permitted.
asusagemayattractnormuisancebears,
positivelyreinforceanassociation
betweenhumansandfoodrewards,and
therebycreatenewnuisancebears.
Nonediblebaitsorattractantswouldbe
permittedat thediscretionof theState
gamemanagementauthority.Nonedible
baitsorattractantscouldattractbears
to a well-chosensitewherethehunter
andaccompanyingStategameofficial
couldclearlyvieweachbearto
determinewhetherit wastheproblem
nuisancebear,without creatinga
human-foodassociation.This would
decreasethepossibility thatthewrong
bearwould betakenandimprovethe
likelihoodof acleankill. Muzzleloaders
andarcheryhuntingwould not be
permitted,as thesearelesseffective
removalmethodswith greatersafety
risks for thehunter.After 5 years,a
formalevaluationwill be conductedto
assessthenumberof bearstaken,
evaluatethe impactof therulechange
on grizzlyrecoveryin theYellowstone
ecosystem.andto determineif
refinementsarenecessary.

Questionsmayariseasto how the
takeof nuisancebearsby specially
authorizedpersonsin theYellowstone
areadiffers fromtheMontanagrizzly
hunt authorizedunder50 CFR
17.40(b)(1)(i)(e).Themajordifferences
areasfollows:
—Differentwildlife management

objectives.The Montanahunt is
essentiallyalimited sporthunt used
to relievepopulationpressuresand,in
someinstances,removenuisance
bearsin theNorthernContinental
Divide ecosystembearpopulation.By
tendingto removeunwarybearsmore
so thanwarybears,theMontanahunt
alsoactsasageneralpreventativeto
reducepotentialbear/humanconflicts
in thearea.In Yellowstone,thehunt
would beananimaldamagecontrol
hunt with thesolepurposeof
remedyingor precludingsignificant
human/bearconflictsby removing
knownincorrigible or dangerous
nuisancebears.

—Different,disjunctgrizzlypopulations
are affected:The Montanahunt is
restrictedto theNorthernContinental
Divide populationof grizzly bearsin

northwestMontana.This grizzly
populationis entirelyseparatefrom
thebearpopulationin the
Yellowstoneecosystemthatwould be
affectedby theproposedrulechange.

—Differentregulatorysystemsareused,
with th ferentdegreesofimpacton
affectedbearpopulations:The
Montanahunt is regulatedby aquota
systemthat limits thenumberof bears
thatcanbe takenby humansin the
ecosystemeachyear.If theknown
numberof femalegrizzly bearskilled
orremovedreaches6, or if theknown
totalnumberof all grizzliesremoved
or killed reaches21 (includingan
allowanceof 7 bearsto represent
annualunknownhuman-induced
mortality), thentheMontanahunt is
terminated.Hence,theneteffect
would bethatno morethan6 female
grizzliesor 14 grizzliesoverallcanbe
removedby authorizedhunterseach
yearin theNorthernContinental
Divide ecosystem.In theYellowstone
area,huntingwould berestrictedto
nuisancebearsthatwould havebeen
removedanywayby authorized
governmentofficials. Theneteffectof
theproposedactionwould bethatno.
additionalbearswould betaken.

—Differentlevelsof Statesupervision
during thehunt.~Authorizedhunters
arenot requiredto beaccompanied
by Stategameofficials in theMontana
hunt. In theYellowstonearea,
speciallyauthorizedprivatepersons
will be accompaniedby Stategame
officials to ensurethatonly the
specificoffendingbearis taken.

EnvironmentalAnalysis

A draftenvironmentalassessment
waspreparedto provideapreliminary
assessmentof the impactsof the
proposedrule, andis availableat the
office of the Grizzly BearRecovery
Coordinator(seeADDRESSES above).
Copiesmayalsobeobtainedby
contacting:Chief, Division of
EndangeredSpeciesandEnvironmental
Contaminants(Mail Stop60153).U.S.
FishandWildlife Service.P.O.Box
25486,DenverFederalCenter,Denver,
Colorado80225,303/236—7398or(FTS)
776—7398.Final environmentalimpact
analysis,including Section7
consultation,will takeplaceafter the
public commentperiod,but beforethe
final rule is approved.Comments
receivedwill beusedto developthe
final rule andprovide input for
environmentalimpactanalysis.

Author

Theprimaryauthorof this proposed
rule is Dr. ChristopherServheen,Grizzly
BearRecoveryCoordinator,U.S. Fish

andWildlife Service(seeADDRESSES

above).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
Fish,Marinemammals,Plants
(agriculture).

ProposedRegulationPromulgation

PART 17—ENDANGERED AND
THREATENED WILDLIFE AND PLANTS

Accordingly, it is herebyproposedto
amendpart17, subchapterB of chapter
I, title 50 of theCodeof Federal
Regulations,assetforth below:

1. Theauthoritycitation for part17
continuesto readasfollows:

Authority:18U.S.C.1361—1407;16 U.S.C.
1531—1543;16 U.S.C.4201—4245;Pub.L 99—
625.100 Stat.3500;unlessotherwisenoted.

2. Section17.40is proposedto be
amendedby revisingparagraph
(b)(1)(i)(C) asfollows:

§ 17.40 SpecIal rules—mammals.
* * * * *

(b) * *

(1) * *

(i) * a *

(C)Removalof nuisancebears. (1) A
grizzly bearconstitutingademonstrable
but noniminediatethreatto human
safetyor committingsignificant
depredationsto lawfully present
livestock,crops,orbeehivesmaybe
taken,but only if:

(1) It hasnot beenreasonablypossible
to eliminatesuchthreator depredation
by live-capturingandreleasing
unharmedin aremoteareathegrizzly
bearinvolved;and

(ii) Thetaking is donein ahumane
mannerby authorizedFederal,State,or
Tribal authorities.andin accordance
with current interagencyguidelines
coveringthetakingof suchnuisance
bears,exceptasauthorizedunder
(b)(1)(i)(C)(2); and

(in’) Thetaking is reportedwithin 5
daysof occurrenceto theappropriate
AssistantRegionalDirector, Division of
Law Enforcement,U.S. FishandWildlife
Service,asindicatedin paragraph
(b)(1)(i)(Bj of this section,andto
appropriateStateandTribalauthorities.

(2) The YellowstoneArea. (I) If it is
not contraryto thelaws of Idaho,
Montana,orWyoming. aspecially
authorizedpersonmay takegrizzly
bearsfitting thedefinition of nuisance
bearsasdefinedin the Interagency
Grizzly BearGuidelinesandfitting the
criteria for bearsto beremovedfrom the
areaundersaidGuidelines.The
determinationof nuisancestatusfor any
grizzly bearto be takenin this areawill
be ajoint decisionmadeby authorized
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representativesof the Stategame
managementagency,theU.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,andtheland
managementagencyinvolvedas
specifiedin the InteragencyGrizzlyBear
Guidelines.

(ii) Suchtaking shall beallowedin the
areaboundedby InterstateHighway90
at its intersectionwith Interstate
Highway15 westof Butte,Montana,
thenceeastwardalongInterstate
Highway90 to Highway310 at Laurel,
Montana,thencesouthon Highway310
to Highway72 to Highway120 to Cody,
Wyoming. thencesouthon Highway120
to Highway20, thencewestalongthe
northernborderof theWind River
IndianReservation,southalongthe
westernborderof thereservation,
thenceeastalongthe southernborderof
the reservationto Highway789, thence
southeaston Highway789 to Highway

28 to Highway191, thencenorthweston
Highway191 to Highway 189/191to
HobackJunction,Wyoming. thencewest
on Highway26 to IdahoFalls,Idaho,
thencenorthon InterstateHighway 15
to the pointofbeginning,exceptthat
this areashallnot includeYellowstone
NationalParkor GrandTetonNational
Park.

(iii) Provided,thatauthorizedpersons
will besupervisedandaccompaniedby
personnelof theStategame
managementagency,theuseof edible
baitswill not bepermitted,theuseof
nonediblebaitsor attractantswould be
permittedat the discretionof theState
gamemanagementauthority,and
muzzleloadersandarcheryhuntingwill
not bepermitted.No bearsshall be
takenby speciallyauthorizedpersonsin
the Yellowstoneareaunderthis
regulationthatwould not otherwisebe

takenasnuisancebearsby.authorized
StateorFederalauthoritiesunderthe
InteragencyGrizzly BearGuidelines.

(iv) Providedfurther, thatanylegal
takingof agrizzly bearin the above-
describedareashall bereportedwithin
48 hoursof occurrenceto the
appropriateStateauthorities,andwithin
5 daysof occurrenceto theappropriate
AssistantRegionalDirector,Division of
Law Enforcement,U.S. FishandWildlife
Service,as indicatedin paragraph
(b)(1)(i)(B) of this section.A formal
evaluationwill beconductedafter5
years.
* * * * *

Dated:August31. 1989.

RichardN. Smith,
ActingDirector,FishandWildlifeService.

BWNG CODE 4310-55-M
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Grizzly Bear

Nuisance bear renoval — Yellowstone area

[FR Doc. 89—24373Filed 10—18-89 845am]
BILLING CODE 4310—55—C
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50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Finding on Petition to List
the Spotted Frog

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of petition finding and
initiation of statusreview.

SUMMARY: The U.S. FishandWildlife
Service(Service)announcesa 90-day
petition finding for apetition to amend
theList of EndangeredandThreatened
Wildlife andPlants.Thepetitioner
presentedsubstantialinformationthat
listing thespottedfrog (Ranapretiosa)
maybewarranted.
DATES: Thefinding announcedin this
noticewasmadeon September7, 1989.
Commentsandinformationfor the
Service’susein issuingits 12-month
finding will beaccepteduntil February
3, 1990.
ADDRESSEE Qunstionsorcomments
concerningthis finding shouldbe sent
to: Chief, EndangeredSpeciesand
EnvironmentalContaminants.U.S. Fish
andWildlife Service,P.O. Box 25486,
DenverFederalCenter,Denver,
Colorado 80225.Thepetition, finding,
andsupportingdataareavailablefor
public inspection,by appointment.
duringnormal businesshoursat the
Service’sDenverRegionalOffice, 134
Union Boulevard,Lakewood,Colorado.
FOR FURThER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dr. JamesMiller (seeADDRESSES above)
(303/236—7398orFTS776-7398).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section4(b)(3)(A)of theEndangered
Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended in
1982 (16U.S.C.1531etseq.),requires
that theU.S. Fish andWildlife Service
(Service)makea finding on whethera
petitionto list, delist.orreclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientific or
commercialinformationto demonstrate
that the petitioned action may be
warrar~ted.To themaximumextent

practicable,this finding is to bemade
within 90 daysof receiptof thepetition,
andthefinding is to bepublished
promptly in theFederalRegister.If the
finding is positive, the Serviceis also
required to promptly commence a
reviewof thestatusof theinvolved
species.A statusreviewis initiated
herewith,andthe Serviceseeks
information until February3, 1990.

TheServicehasreceivedandmadea
90-dayfinding on the following petition:

A petition datedMay1, 1989, was
receivedfrom theBoardof Directoi~of
theUtahNatureStudySocietyonMay
4, 1989.The petitionrequestedthe
Serviceto addthespottedfrog (Rena
pretiosa) to theList of Threatenedand
Endangered Species.

The petitionersstatedthat the spotted
froghasbeenon thedeclinefor 30 years
and consists of numerous relict
populationsthroughoutthenorthwest.

It was furtherindicatedthatthe
spottedfrog’s rangein northwestNorth
Americaextendsto theislandsof
Alaska, throughoutBritish Columbia,
Washington,Oregon,Idaho,western
Montana,westernWyoming,and
scatteredlocationsinNevada,andUtah.
Theystatethat the spottedfrog’s
presentrangein thelower48 slatesis
greatlyreducedfrom its historic range.
Thepetitionersalsoclaim thatin some
locationsthebullfrog (Rano
catesbeiana),becauseofits predatory
nature,haseliminatedthespottedfrog
fromwesternOregon.northeastern
Oregon,westernIdaho,the
intermountainregionof Montana,and
theWasatchpopulationsin Utah.They
alsoindicatethatthethreedesert
populations(Tule Valley, SnakeValley,
andDeepCreek)aresurviving;however.
theSnakeValley populationis
threatenedby anexpandingpopulation
of the leopardfrog (Ranapipiens).

Thepetitionersfurtherstatedthat the
spottedfrog is ahighly aquaticspecies
whichutilizes cold permanentwaterand
the cold waterportionsof warmwater
springs.Theyconcludedthat spotted
frogbreedingrequirementsinclude the

peripheralportion ofpermanentwater
sourcesin which the tempera’ture
fluctuationsaremaximumfor the
particularwatersource.Watersources
includeslow flowingstreams,
backwatersof majorrivers,springs,and
wetlands.Thepetitionersalsoindicated
that the species is not protected by
FederalandStatelawsandregulations.
And finally, theystatethat the spotted
frog is threateneddueto the
introduction of exotic species into
wetlands,springs,andriparianhabitats,
andthatwaterdevelopmentprojects
havealso impactedthespecies.

A preliminary review by the Service
indicatesthat thespottedfrog is doing
well in westernMontanaandWyoming.
The species appears to be on the decline
in Idaho, Nevada, Oregon. Utah and
Washington.Nopreliminary
determinationcouldbemadeasto
whetherthespottedfrog populationsin
southeastAlaskaareincreasing,stable,
or declining.

After areview of thepetition,
accompanyingdocumentation,and
referencescitedthereinandadditional
informationobtained,theServicefound
thepetitionpresentedsubstantial
informationthat therequestedaction
maybewarranted.Within oneyear
from thedatethepetitionwasreceived,
a finding as to whetherthepetitioned
actionis warrantedis requiredby
section4(b)(3flB) of the Act.
Author

Thisnoticewaspreparedby Dr.
James L Miller (see ADDRESSESabove).

Authority:Theauthorityfor thisactionis
the EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended(16U.S.C.1531—1543).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangered and threatened wildlife,
Fish, Marinemammals,Plants
(agriculture),

Dated:October3, 1989.
RichardN. Smith,
ActingDirector,FishandWildhfeServ,ce.
(FR Doc. 89—24374Filed 10—16—89;8:45 am)
BILUNG CODE 43~0-55-M
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